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When you receive this magazine, 2022 will be drawing to an end. The COVID 

pandemic isn’t over yet but the number of new infections with severe consequences 

fortunately remains low. Since 24 February 2022, the world has been shaken by 

an aggressor in Eastern Europe. Neither diplomacy nor the numerous deaths 

have persuaded him to end this nightmare.

In part due to the rising energy prices, there is an ever greater focus on sustainability, 

energy consumption and emissions. The ‘European Green Deal’ project has been 

launched in the EU and various countries have set out their own ambitions in 

legislation. In the logistics sector, companies want to move away from fossil fuel to 

clean, sustainable energy, with the ultimate goal being a net zero emissions sector.

Whether and when this would be feasible very much depends on the availability of 

vehicles and charging/fuelling systems, and on the affordability of this new techno-

logy. Electric vehicles will be sufficient for local distribution. For areas and distances 

where electric vehicles will not suffice, fossil fuels will continue to be used, supple-

mented in part by HVO100 and Bio-LNG. A reduction in CO2 emissions remains the 

main focus of all transitional projects but this will take a considerable amount of time.

Investments in electric-powered or hydrogen-powered vehicles and the associated 

infrastructure are huge. Currently, the price of an electric truck is approximately 3 to 

3.5 times the price of a diesel-powered truck. There is no business case to purchase 

these vehicles without a government subsidy. In addition, non-diesel-powered 

trucks are considerably heavier. An LNG-powered truck is approx. 800 kg heavier, 

an electric-powered truck is approx. 1,500 to 2,000 kg heavier. A truck powered by 

hydrogen will also be considerably heavier. In the EU, this higher unladen weight is 

compensated by a higher GVW (Gross Vehicle Weight), but this isn’t the case in the 

UK. LNG-powered trucks have been driving from Spijkenisse for quite a few years 

now. At present, the price of LNG is very high and has increased significantly more 

than the price of diesel. As a result, lower emissions are a major financial disadvan-

tage. Hopefully, the LNG price will return to normal levels in the near future and LNG 

will continue to be a future-proof fuel, especially if Bio-LNG becomes available in lar-

ger quantities. Bio-LNG can reduce CO2 emissions by 90% in comparison to diesel.

The number of loads during the first seven to eight months was at an excellent level. 

In recent months, however, we have seen a decrease in the number of orders. The 

factories of some of our customers have had to halt production due to a lack of raw 

materials. Despite the tightness of the labour market, we have been able to maintain 

our service levels. Although delivery times for various new equipment is getting 

longer, and can sometimes even be twelve to sixteen months, new trucks, trailers 

and internal logistical equipment have been put into operation. Orders for new trucks 

to partially replace existing trucks have recently been placed, with a delivery time of 

the third quarter of 2023.

The current situation in some parts of the world is terrible. I am sure you will all join 

me in hoping that this situation will soon normalise and that one day peace will 

prevail in all areas. Despite these tensions, on behalf of all Nijman/Zeetank 

employees, I would like to wish you all the best for the festive season and health 

and happiness in 2023. <<
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We are pleased to announce that, in order to provide transport services for NSG 

Pilkington Automotive Poland and NSG Pilkington Polska, Nijman/Zeetank has 

purchased new Wielton Mega trailers. They will be used for local, national and 

international road transport of automotive glass and window glass in combination 

with tractors adapted in the factory for low-deck trailers of this type. 

New Mega trailers

 WWW.NIJMAN-ZEETANK.COM

Nijman/Zeetank Poland 

has invested in Mega trailers.

Mega trailers have been specially desig-

ned to transport high loads. Well thought-

out specifications of the vehicles has 

ensured low unladen vehicle weight and 

three-meter-high cargo space inside 

the trailer. 

Tractor units used with Mega trailers will 

provide environmental benefits, such 

as reduced emissions of carbon oxides, 

nitrogen oxides and particulate matter. 

It should also be noted that the vehicles 

have been equipped with the most advan-

ced active and passive safety systems 

available on the market today. For example, 

tractor units are equipped with the ABA5 

(active brake assist) system, which make 

the unit stop completely after sensing fixed 

or moving obstacles on the road. The 

tractor is also equipped with the Active 

Sideguard Assist with sensors between the 

axles that detect pedestrians and obsta-

cles while manoeuvring, whilst a blind spot 

camera assists the driver when turning right.

The Wielton trailers are equipped with a tire 

pressure monitoring system (TPMS) and 

brake pad wear sensors.  

The TPMS system helps prevent tire 

damage caused by e.g. insufficient 

pressure or sudden tire bursts while 

driving, which greatly increases the safety 

of drivers and other road users and, 

inarguably, the cargo being transported 

on behalf of our customers. <<
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Nijman/Zeetank’s philosophy has coincided in the past with 

developments in either legal weight increases or changes in trailer 

build technology giving the possibility for an extra two tonnes 

payload capacity. This meant specifying a fleet which, underwrit-

ten by the manufacturer’s repair and maintenance policy would 

easily last seven years. This has meant replacing virtually the 

whole fleet in one go.

In 2020 we started researching the next generation of trucks 

and went to the market to see and test what was available.

Top of the list was still payload. Having invested in some ultra 

lightweight trailers, the last thing we wanted was heavier tractor 

units. But with driver demands also changing we were looking for 

a better driver specification at a similar weight to what we had.

Also, there is now a mind blowing choice… Liquefied Natural Gas, 

Compressed Natural Gas, Hydrogenated vegetable oil, Battery 

Electric, Hybrid Electric and Hydrogen. All of which offered 

environmental benefits but with penalties on weight, availability, 

price, and now the added crisis in the Ukraine affecting gas and 

electricity supply. Due to the semiconductor shortage brought 

about by Covid, delivery times have been pushed out no matter 

what make of truck you are wanting to buy, but research and 

development has carried on due to the urgent need for a global 

carbon free future.

This however has been in some ways a mixed blessing. Having 

run Mercedes trucks since 2015, we got to know the company in 

general and the local dealership in particular; we evaluated not 

only their current product but their market plans for the future 

which seem to rest with Hydrogen for long haul trucks and 

electricity for the rest, funnily enough, with no gas options in their 

lineup.

With that and the current uncertainties in mind we have settled on 

the latest Generation 3: 2445 three axle tractor units with diesel 

power. These are reputed to be one of the most fuel efficient 

trucks at the moment, with continuity of supply. Not only that but 

they offer many safety features such as mirror cam, and proximity 

sensors. They also offer aids for driver comfort, welfare and 

safety, with the thought that a healthy driver and a stress-free 

driver is by far the safest option.

We look forward to the next seven years with great hope and 

interest, but also to how the next generation of trucks will appear 

and perform. <<

The long and winding road. Seven and a half years ago, when Nijman/Zeetank 

UK last embarked upon specifying a new fleet of vehicles, the choice was rela-

tively simple, we would went for diesel trucks. At that time although there was 

alternative fuel technology available, in the UK the infrastructure was not there 

to support it, and in some ways, it still isn’t.

New trucks 
United Kingdom
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This year, we have taken delivery of 

various new trucks and LNG trailers for the 

Spijkenisse site. These are Volvo FH 460 

HP trucks, equipped with an LNG-powe-

red engine. In 2020, the first two LNG-

powered Volvos were put into operation. 

An expansion in 2021 and 2022 brings the 

total number of trucks that run on LNG to 

21. An article in a previous edition of In 

Tranzit stated that, on average, LNG-

powered trucks reduce CO2 emissions 

by 19% in comparison to a diesel-driven 

truck. The number of vehicles using 

Bio-LNG is rising sharply, meaning CO2 

emissions can be reduced by up to 90% 

once Bio-LNG is fully available.

Ten new LNG trailers were delivered in 

2021; the majority of the trailers have a 

capacity of 59.5 m³ and a working 

pressure of 6 bar. This year, the fleet 

expanded further still with six new LNG 

trailers. The company now has a total of 

24 LNG trailers/containers. 

Despite the current situation, LNG truck 

stations in Europe are increasing in 

number, resulting in a denser network.  

Bio-LNG is also becoming increasingly 

available at these stations. <<

The new trucks
and LNG trailers are deliverd

It is increasingly common for our cus-

tomers to ask for the real-time locations of 

our tank containers. That is why Nijman/

Zeetank has decided to equip all tank 

containers with devices that continuously 

transmit the location of the tank container. 

The current state of technology with 

improved battery capacity and solar cells 

on the devices makes this application 

cost-effectively and practically possible 

today. 

To ensure successful implementation, 

a pilot needs first to be conducted with 80 

tank containers. After a successful pilot, 

the entire fleet of tank containers will be 

equipped with tracking devices.

The pilot will mainly focus on the integra-

tion capabilities with our own logistics 

systems. This is particularly important 

because the tracking information is auto-

matically transmitted to our customers’ 

systems. The integration with providers of 

generic logistics tracking systems such as 

P44, 4Kites, etc., is also key in this regard. 

With this solution, our customers aim to 

provide better information to their own 

customers and save on costs; after all, 

this means less communication in terms 

of phone calls or emails are needed in 

the logistics chain. As well as looking at 

added value for our customers, we are 

also looking at internal improvements 

at Nijman/Zeetank. With real-time in-

formation, we hope to deploy our tank 

containers even more efficiently. This 

significantly reduces the dependence on 

timely and sometimes late information 

from the many external parties in inter-

modal transport. Which can prevent 

incorrect scheduling decisions based 

on outdated information.

After the pilot in 2022, Nijman/Zeetank 

aims to equip its entire tank container 

fleet with real-time tracking devices by 

2023. <<

Nijman/Zeetank launches 
pilot with tracking equipment 
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>> Challenge

We are thrilled that our systematic 

approach and diligent work been noticed 

and appreciated by our long-standing 

relationship. We say ‘long-standing’ 

because we’ve cooperated with BP since 

1997. We started by transporting fuel and 

gas, and later on only fuel. Our customer’s 

decision was certainly influenced by the 

high standard and quality of our work, 

which you, our Readers, were also able 

to experience when, even in the most 

difficult times in recent months, not one 

BP station in Poland ran out of any kind 

of fuel as a result of transport-related 

problems. And believe us it WAS quite a 

challenge!

>> Efficiency

In times in which drivers are scarce and 

there are long queues for fuel at terminals, 

we transport fuel for you day and night, on 

weekdays, weekends and public holidays 

all year round, so that you - dear Readers 

- can drive your children to kindergartens 

and schools, go to work, visit your friends 

and family who live elsewhere in Poland, 

or simply go on vacation without worrying 

whether you’ll be able to refuel your car 

somewhere. This is all made possible by 

the efficiency of our fuel transport team 

and excellent route planning by our 

dispatchers who cooperate with our 

customers’ planners to plan deliveries 

to individual stations. In addition to that, 

the discipline and punctuality of our 

drivers, who start work when most of us 

are still sound asleep and don’t even stop 

to think how the fuel made its way to your 

nearest or favorite BP station. 

>> Delivery audits

Compliance with all transport procedures 

is ensured by our meticulous auditors, 

who perform delivery audits throughout 

Poland, carefully checking every step 

of this process and reporting results to the 

security team. The impressive efficiency 

of the technical team’s operations 

(who are responsible for repairs and 

inspections of vehicles that often travel 

more than 200,000 km per year) is also 

worth mentioning. None of this would be 

possible without effective IT tools, such 

as on-board computers and reporting 

software that sends reports to employees 

involved in data analysis and without our 

exemplary IT team. 

>> Pivotal role

Our office in Sandomierz has a pivotal 

role in this whole process: here, HR and 

the accounting department, along with 

the administration team, are responsible 

for a huge number of both major and 

minor tasks every single day, ensuring 

everything gets sorted out and settled 

by the end of each month. Our office in 

Sandomierz is where new ideas are born 

- such as what else we can do to improve 

the quality and level of customer service. 

>> New IT solutions

Next year, under the new contract, the 

entire fleet of trucks will be replaced. 

Did you know that no matter which BP station you use in Poland, the fuel was 

supplied by the Nijman/Zeetank company? It’s true! We have been delivering 

fuel to every BP station throughout Poland since October 2017! And now we 

are happy to announce that we have just extended the contract to transport 

fuel with the BP Europa SE branch in Poland until 2030! We are very proud 

of this and are delighted that, despite such difficult times and a complicated 

geopolitical and economic situation, our Customer decided to continue our 

cooperation and extend the contract with us for a few more years.  

Dear readers! 
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We also want to introduce new IT 

solutions to support work of employees 

involved in equipment managing the 

delivery process and those individuals 

who facilitate the flow of information 

to and from drivers. This is very impor-

tant as, every month, fuel is loaded 

and unloaded several thousand times 

throughout the country, and most drivers 

and vehicles do not even come, or rarely 

come, to Sandomierz. We are therefore 

going to face new challenges, plus a lot 

of work but also new solutions that will 

serve both us and our customers in 

future years. <<

Nijman/Zeetank is the regular

supplier of fuels to all BP stations 

in Poland.
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In April 2019, on behalf of NSG Pilkington Polska in Sandomierz, 

Nijman/Zeetank introduced the Diesel-free Warehouse project, which involved 

replacing all diesel-powered warehouse vehicles with electric ones.  

New Hubtex GTR-X 330 
in Sandomierz

The project was received enthusiastically by the Management 

Board of NSG Pilkington Polska and is being gradually implemen-

ted. Given its high cost, the project is multi-stage and will take 

place over a long period of time. The main goal of the project is 

to improve the working environment for all production workers 

at NSG Pilkington and Nijman/Zeetank warehouse workers, by 

eliminating vehicles that emit exhaust fumes and by reducing CO2 

emissions. Additionally, Nijman/Zeetank focused on improving the 

safety of operations as well as the comfort and ergonomics of the 

operators’ workstations. The first stage was to design, build and 

launch a new battery room to allow safe charging of batteries for 

all vehicles and forklifts used in the warehouse. At the same time, 

Nijman/Zeetank ordered and introduced a fleet of new electric 

forklifts with a lifting capacity between 3.5 and 8 tons. This stage 

was successfully completed. 

>> Replacement of Hubtex vehicles

It was then time to replace two highly specialized Hubtex vehicles 

with the new electric GTR-X 330 HP. That stage of the project re-

quired an individual and special approach, many design changes, 

as well as meticulous verification of numerous details due to the 

working conditions of these vehicles (the transport of glass inside 

and outside the production and warehouse hall); additionally, the 

inclination of the driveways to the entrance doors of the warehouse 

Nijman/Zeetank launched 

project Diesel-free Warehouse.

Diesel-free Warehouse:
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had to be considered. That, plus problems with the availability of 

electronic materials and components, resulted in a longer delivery 

time for these vehicles than anticipated. Fortunately, the new 

Hubtex-GTRs (GTR = Glass Transporter) were recently delivered 

to Sandomierz, where they replaced two previous-generation 

diesel-powered vehicles. Each of the new Hubtex transporters are 

equipped with one high-capacity battery on each lift and one spare 

battery, so that they can operate continuously without unneces-

sary interruptions 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, all year long. 

The transporters are equipped with many safety systems, such 

as proximity sensors that warn the operator when the vehicle is 

approaching an obstacle, as well as a supporting camera that 

helps the operator when picking up the glass racks from the 

production line or from the warehouse. The vehicle also has 

Safety Blue Lights which face both directions of its movement. 

The operator’s cabin includes a comfortable swivel seat with 

an operator presence sensor and a seat belt. Inside the cabin, 

there is also a control panel and a screen showing the image 

from the camera located at the other end of the Hubtex. 

>> Test

One of the biggest challenges was to develop a new drive 

solution allowing the vehicle to climb inclines of 3 degrees per 

cent. That is because the main entrance to the hall is entered 

from the outside by a ramp with a significant slope. Another 

crucial element was the selection of drive wheels that would be 

suitable for operation inside and outside the halls. The wheels 

also had to be able to withstand driving with a heavy load over a 

railway crossing located on the premises of the factory in 

Sandomierz. The tests carried out by the manufacturer at the 

factory in Fulda, Germany and in the presence of Nijman/Zeetank 

employees confirmed that our and our customer’s expectations 

and requirements were successfully met. The transporter easily 

climbed a slope of 5 degrees per cent with a load exceeding 33 

tons! An additional benefit was a noticeable reduction in the noise 

levels emitted by the transporter compared to the old diesel 

version, making its operation more user-friendly. 

We hope that all operators enjoy using the new Hubtex trans-

porters and, of course, a safe working environment! <<
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Before the event began, Alexandra 

also raised the profile of the cake 

campaign this year, the proceeds of 

which once again went to the charities 

supported by the Roparun.

 

The Roparun is a relay race covering 

more than 500 kilometres, in which people 

deliver an athletic performance as part of 

a team in order to raise money for cancer 

patients. Sometimes referred to as an 

adventure for life, which is also expressed 

in the motto this organisation has been 

using for years: “Adding life to the days, 

where in many cases no more days can 

be added to life”.

The team started from Twente Airport 

on 4 June 2022 and ran (cycled) the 

northern route (>550km) towards 

Rotterdam. Their route is shown right: 

The entire team should take pride in an 

amazing achievement, worthy of a big 

‘congratulations!’ from Nijman/Zeetank! <<

In June of this year, our Dutch colleague Alexandra Molegraaf actively 

participated as a cyclist in the Roparun with the team Kemira Runners 349. 

Nijman/Zeetank sponsored this excellent initiative!

Roparun 2022 a great success

Roparun 2022.

Team 349 Kemira Runners.
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Dennis Herrewijnen
from Kemira Rotterdam BV
pleased with sponsor
He is already looking forward to Roparun 2023, Dennis Herrewijnen,

Supply Planning manager at Kemira Rotterdam BV. The Roparun 

2023 is scheduled for the last weekend of May and the 49-year-old 

Brielle native is guaranteed to be part of the Kemira Runners team. 

‘Or number 349,’ he says enthusiastically, convinced that another 

team of twenty to twenty-five can still be formed. A team of eight 

runners, four cyclists, six drivers and navigators, two physiothera-

pists and one or two people for catering would be expected. 

He came across the Roparun in 2016 when he himself was asked 

to participate for the first time via someone he knew. He then 

enthusiastically started lobbying at Kemira to put together a team 

from the Company. And fortunately that team was formed and it 

participated successfully in 2019 and 2022. Dennis: ‘The Roparun 

is a fantastic team-building event because 20-25 people are 

constantly performing for three days. It can be a difficult task in 

itself to put the team together at your Company, however, since the 

Roparun is always held on the Whitsun weekend, when people 

often go out with their families. Last year, our team was 60 percent 

Kemira people and the remaining 40 percent family, friends and 

acquaintances.’

The aim is to get the highest possible donation for charity. 

The team raises money within the company itself but sponsorship 

is also a must, of course. Dennis: ‘We write to all suppliers for 

sponsorship. Nijman/Zeetank as well, therefore, which handles 

both internal and external logistics at Kemira. Nijman/Zeetank 

bought the diamond sponsorship package. It is the most com-

prehensive sponsorship and I am very happy with that. In turn, 

we as a team advertise the Company optimally through clothing, 

car stickers and Facebook, for example.’ Dennis also talks 

enthusiastically about the cake campaign initiated by the Kemira 

Runners. ‘We have the cakes made by a bakery in Stellendam 

and we sell them for charity. That campaign is doing well not only 

at Kemira, a lot of cakes are also being bought at Nijman/Zeetank. 

In addition, as a team you have to purchase 1,000 lottery tickets 

from the Roparun Foundation, each team member has to 

purchase 40 and try to sell them.’ Dennis Herrewijnen’s story 

shows that the preparatory phase already creates a great deal 

of enthusiasm and cooperation. The Roparun involves a distance 

of 550 kilometres to be covered as a relay. Over three days, 

every team member has to cover some 65 kilometres. 

That means a change every four to five hours. So quite a bit of 

training is required. Dennis himself runs some 130 to 150 kilo-

metres a month. ‘I run two or three times a week,’ says the man 

who has started the marathon in Rotterdam and Spijkenisse five 

times but adds, in all honesty, that he has only finished it four 

times. Of course, it is all about the good cause of the Roparun 

Foundation, which brought in 3.3 million euros in 2022 thanks 

to the amazing success of the teams. The aim is to improve the 

quality of life for people who already have cancer. This could 

include health aids, wigs, hospices, coupling beds for hospices, 

short holidays, etc. It all started with a bet between Sjaak Bril 

and Peter van der Noord. Sjaak Bril was supposed to run the 

Rotterdam marathon, but an injury prevented him.  Because of 

this, he had to give up. Peter van der Noord belittled the marathon 

and claimed it only really mattered if you ran from Rotterdam 

to Paris. ‘And so the Rotterdam-Paris Run was born in 1991,’ 

Dennis says, ‘sponsors were sought and the first year the 

proceeds were 100,000 guilders. The money went to the Daniël 

den Hoed Clinic to provide palliative care for people with cancer.’

It became an annual event, with the starting line in Rotterdam. 

In 2004, the start was in Paris and the finish was in Rotterdam. 

An additional route from the north was added from 2012. Until 

2019, Hamburg was the starting point, then Bremen. Dennis 

Herrewijnen really knows everything about the Roparun. His 

motivation for joining was the death of his mother in 2015 who 

suffered from lung cancer. Dennis says the cooperation between 

Nijman/Zeetank and the Kemira Runners is optimal. ‘It couldn’t 

be better,’ in connection with this he mentions the participation 

of Alexandra Molegraaf from Nijman/Zeetank who participated 

on the Kemira Runners team as a cyclist in 2022. ‘In 2019, we 

raised 15,000 euros with the team, last year even 21,400 euros.  

And this year, of course, we are going for an even bigger number.’ 

Kemira and Nijman/Zeetank employees, be warned! Dennis 

Herrewijnen has started his recruitment drive for the team! <<

Alexandra Molegraaf 

and Dennis Herrewijnen.
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